COVID-19 UPDATE – Sunday 22 March 2020
 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this email finds yourself and your families well, I wanted to get in touch to provide you with the latest update regarding COVID-19. 
 
Wiltshire Communities 
 
We have been heartened by the fantastic response from communities across Wiltshire offering support to one another during this time. Our Community Engagement Managers have all been in frequent contact with the Town and Parish Councils across the county this week. We now have a list of over 200 local organisations who are working together in their community and a significant number of these are being led or directly supported by their local town or parish council and we are grateful for everyone’s support. We are in the process of reviewing the feedback we are receiving on the survey we circulated and assessing how best we can support each of those groups. We are also developing a new toolkit of resources that will be issued early next week to each group. 
 
If your local group is yet to complete our survey then please encourage them to fill it in so that we can get in touch https://app.sli.do/event/mhop2vsw/live/polls  
 
Support for businesses affected by COVID-19
Full details on the additional support for announced for business and workers announced on Friday 20 March can be found at the link below:
 

http://bit.ly/2IUD02v 
 

In addition, new measures around social distancing were also announced and the link below provides further guidance on this:
 

https://bit.ly/BPTGuidance2

We are working in partnership with Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership (SWLEP) to support businesses in the county that may be affected.
Waste and recycling
Currently our wastes and recycling collections are operating as normal. Please continue to check our website for any service changes. We are aware of some service delays following the changes to bin collections days as we deal with the resource impact of COVID-19 and crews familiarise themselves with the new routes. The teams are working hard to return to empty any missed bins so please encourage residents to leave bins out for collection as we will return.
Those self-isolating with COVID-19 symptoms are reminded to put tissues, disposable cloths and wipes in a plastic bag and tie when full. Then double bag it, tie it and put in a secure place for at least 72hrs. Then, put the bags in their normal wheeled bin. Full guidance for those households staying at home with possible COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
Protecting those at risk
The Government published yesterday (21 March 2020) major new measures to protect people at highest risk from Coronavirus.
According to the Government, up to 1.5 million people in England identified by the NHS as being at higher risk of severe illness if they contract coronavirus should stay at home to protect themselves. 
Those identified will receive communication shortly with detailed advice on behalf of their GP practice or specialist on how best to protect themselves.
People falling into this extremely vulnerable group include:
· Solid organ transplant recipients
· People with specific cancers
· People with severe respiratory conditions including all cystic fibrosis, severe asthma and severe COPD.
· People with rare diseases and inborn errors of metabolism that significantly increase the risk of infections (such as SCID, homozygous sickle cell).
· People on immunosuppression therapies sufficient to significantly increase risk of infection.
· Women who are pregnant with significant heart disease, congenital or acquired.
The link below provides further guidance on these measures: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19 
Next week we will roll out our plan to support those in our community identified as being high risk and also looking to identify any of our staff or members who we will need to support during this time. 
Schools
 
Our education team is continuing to work closely with schools to ensure that education provision is available across the county for school age dependents of critical workers and vulnerable children from week commencing 23 March until further notice. Please do remember that it is important that where possible parents and carers keep children home from tomorrow. Schools are only open to the most vulnerable children and those whose parents are key workers who absolutely need to attend.
 
The following guidance on critical workers was provided by Government on Thursday https://bit.ly/2U6IGwL . 

Staff continue to work tirelessly to ensure the council is able to continue to focus its resources on prioritising critical services and supporting our most vulnerable residents at this time. Their dedication and professionalism at this unprecedented time is hugely appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your support and please take the advice of the Government around social distancing measures to protect yourselves, your families and our communities across Wiltshire. 
 

Regards 
 
Cllr Philip Whitehead
